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Introduction: 


Praise to Allah Who has 
created man and as such has 
the sole and unalienated 
right to give him command 
in respect of whatever he 
does in his life. May peace 
and blessings of Allah be 
upon His Rasul whom He 
has sent “as a mercy for the 
“Alamun. 


Muslim Youths occupy a very important position 
and the role they play in school, university and society as a 
whole is very essential. They are the secret of any 
renaissance and idea in any community. This is because 
the elements of faith, commitment, enthusiasm and 
redness and action are their characteristics. On this the 
Qur’an (in 18:13) says 
Truly, they were young men 
who believed in their Lord 
(Allah) and We increased 
them in guidance.”! 
However, Muslim youth in the contemporary time 
are now living in the period of foreign (or American) 


domination and blunt Western imperialism. In this 


turmoil they face a kind of danger; danger of being 


politically and morally indifferent and not doing enough to 
resist the European political and cultural hegemony. 

Internally the youth are faced with the present 
problems of our society: perversion of human personality, 
ignorance, loss of moral integrity, incompetence, idleness 
and aimlessness, lack of social responsibility, very high 
political corruption and injustice. 

The aim of this paper is to highlight the profile of a 
true youthful personality, why this personality came to be 
lost and how it could be regained as a prelude to the 
reconstruction of our society. 

The topic of the paper indicates a realization of the 
importance of Muslim youth in the effort to reconstruct 


our society and put it on the right path. 


The Profile of Muslim Youth 

There are certain qualities and attributes that make 
up the personality of a Muslim, the most important of 
which are: 


Belief in Allah (S.W.T). This is the first and most important ingredient 


that builds up a Muslim personality. It is this belief that confers on the 
Muslim a unique character desired to obey the Divine Law, courage, 
sincerity, eagerness to make sacrifices for His sake, and an intense desire 


to improve the world of which he is a trustee. 


Knowledge: This means that he must have 
sufficient knowledge of his Creator in whom 
he believes and of His Messenger who is a 
model in the pattern of whose conduct he is to 
shape his own personality. This necessitates 
that he must have a very good knowledge of 
Allah's Message sent to His Prophet (S.A.W) 
which means that he must have a fair 
knowledge of the Qur'an and the sunnah which 
embody Allah's message. And finally he must 
have a very good understanding of the purpose 
of his existence and his destiny. 

Taqwa: (consciousness of Allah): This means 
that he must always be conscious of Allah: of 
His Law, His Presence, His judgment, His 
reward and punishment. This consciousness 
instills in him a very high sense of discipline 
and moral alertness. When he is so conscious 
he will be able to have dual vision in what he 
does and wherever he goes: a vision of this 
world which is a battle of trial, struggle and 
conflict between good and evil and a vision of 
the Hereafter which is the home of judgment, 


reward and punishment.? 


It is by virtue of these qualities that he is qualified to 
be the khalifah (vicegerent) of Allah (S.W.T) on this earth: 
he conducts his affairs in accordance with the dictates of 
Allah, so he is His true representative on earth. 

However, many youth, today do not possess these 
qualities, because we have many young men and women, 
today in Muslim societies, whose faith in Allah is weak 
and therefore, have no courage, no morals, no discipline 
and who for that reason cannot lead but are led even by 
non-Muslims. This leads to state of confusion and 
alienation from actual moral roots. In the wake of 
technological advancement in the last three decades there 
has been qualitative speed in the social and cultural 
change. The change is so sudden that it has generated 
psychological and cultural dislocations among many 


youth. 


The Dilemma of the Muslim Youth 

Many of our youth consist of those who are 
uneducated or have small amount of education (whether 
Islamic or otherwise), which has created difficulty for 
them to understand ideas independently and give correct 
opinion about the ideas. This type of youth do only know 


about Islam superficial information about rituals. That is 


why the youth of this group become the imitators of their 
fathers, spiritual leaders and their fellow youth. Thus, 
they are greatly influenced by the “educated” even though 
they listen more to Islamically educated in matters related 
to religion since they consider them to be more 
knowledgeable than others about such issues. But on 
issues regarding which they cannot see any relationship 
between them and Islam they follow the views of 
European educated. And unfortunately, the Muslim 
majority according to Abdul Qadir Audah (including the 
youth) can be classified under this group.? 

There are those who have been educated in the 
Western system of education whose knowledge of Islam is 
no more than that of the average Muslim. Very few 
members of this group have sufficient knowledge of Islam 
but majority of them have very limited and superficial 
knowledge about Islam. And for this particular reason, 
they are under the wrong assumption that Islam has 
nothing to do with their worldly affairs; or that Islamic 
system does not fit the present secular state of affairs 
because some of its injunctions are meant to be temporary 
and thus not applicable to contemporary contingencies; or 
that some of the injunctions cannot be applied so as not to 


antagonize the super powers. 


There are those who have received Islamic 
education either through the traditional system or through 
collegiate and modern system. And they have certain 
peculiar problem because majority of them though 
knowledgeable in the Qur'an, sunnah and their sciences, 
and figh and its usul do not have the grasp of the current 
issues especially at the international level. This is why, in 
many cases, they are not able to relate their knowledge of 
Islam with what is currently obtaining thereby creating 
impression that Islam is not a system of life relevant in the 
contemporary time. 

Among this group, there are those who have 
studied Islamic studies or Islamic law, even at 
postgraduate level; or even got doctorate degrees, but have 
no deep knowledge of what they have studied because 
they do not have the ability to go to the original sources, 
which have been written in Arabic and they do not have 
even elementary knowledge of the language. Thus their 
knowledge of what they have spent several years studying 
is only superficial. 

From the previous discussion it is clear that there is 
no total ignorance of Islam among both those who have 
been educated through western system and those who have 


studied Islam through the traditional and collegiate 


system. But many among them have no deep insight 
(which is supposed to be) into the purpose, spirit and 
essence of Islam. This lack of insight indicates semi- 
knowledge which makes its possessor to be concentrating 
on trivial issue, while forgetting about the relationship 
between the parts that form the whole and the whole itself. 
Abu Is'haq ash-Shatibi discusses the danger of such semi 
knowledge in his al-/'tisam where he points out that the 
semi-knowledge creates in a person who possesses it self- 
presumption and conceit which are the root causes of 
bid'ah (religious innovation) as well as disunity among the 
ummah and also leads to  schism and gradual 
disintegration.* 

This trend of semi-knowledge is rampant among 
our youth. That is why you find them engaging in 
unnecessary arguments on growing beard, wearing 
trousers above the ankle, whether it is lawful to have 
photograph etc. These fruitless argument capable of 
affecting the identity and destiny or even the very 
existence of the Muslim ummah, persist and occupy our 
thinking at a time when we are being confronted by 
western and American fundamentalism. And that is why 
Muslims have no say in global affairs or in the decisions 


that affect their legitimate rights.” 


The Incapable Ulama 

The main cause for such semi-knowledge among the 
youth is that they receive this semi-knowledge by just 
reading directly from books, journal and newspapers 
without properly digesting what they read through revision 
and discussion. This is because the youth have 
completely lost confidence in the ulama, especially those 
who are patronized by the authority for they have no 
courage to disagree with let alone to challenge the 
corruption, atrocities and injustice perpetrated by the 
corrupt rulers. They even respect and glorify them. “It is 
not surprising therefore, that young Muslims have decided 
that they can only trust past rather than present day ulama 
and consequently have sought the formers’ book for 
knowledge and guidance."? 

Many of the ulama have become puppets in the 
hands of those in authority who direct them as they wish, 
because they are devoid of piety. That is why they keep 
silent about the truth and keeping silence about truth is 
Islamically synonymous with uttering and supporting batil 
(falsehood). 

Many a time, we find that some people considered 


to be ulama, or who arrogate to themselves the high and 


esteem position of being ulama are not in reality ulama 
because their knowledge of the Qur'an, Sunnah and fiqh is 
seriously defective and deficient. In addition they lack 
insight into reality, life and history as well as into Allah's 
sunan in his creation. In the absence of such insight, they 
and the youth they misguide will continue to seek or 
demand the impossible and unavailable. “They will 
imagine what does not or cannot happen, misunderstand 
occurrences and events and interpret them on the basis of 
certain latent illusions which are not related in any way to 
Allah's sunan or to the essence of the shariah. They want 
to change the whole fabric of society: its thought, 
traditions, ethics and systems; they also want to change its 
social, political and economic systems by illusory means 
and imaginary methods. To realize these unrealistic 
objectives they show the courage, daring and sacrifice to 
brave death and disregard any consequences for or against 
them, so long as their intentions and goals are for Allah's 
sake and for His message." 

However, while it is true that the lack of 
confidence of the youth in such ulama, and their despair 
with them are justifiable, it is also a fact that if they want 
to study the Shariah, they must seek the knowledge of 
reliable and qualified Muslim scholars (which they do 
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not). This is because reading books, journals and 
newspapers alone, without guidance of reliable scholars 
can only create serious misconception about the Shariah 
and the aim of its message in their mind and thereby make 


them semi-knowledgeable. 


The Contemporary Muslim World and the Muslim 
Youth 

Muslim world is another world within the so-called 
third world. Abu Sulayman is quite right when he depicts 
the contemporary Muslim world as ‘internally weak, 
relatively backward, frustrated, conflict-ridden, suffering 
from internal tensions, and often controlled and abused by 


? He concludes that the Muslim world is 


foreign powers. 
in a state of crisis. 

Sarwar is also of the view that ‘the Muslim world 
today is in excruciating dilemma, because even though it 
achieved some success in its struggle against colonialism 
to which it has been subjected for a long time, yet it has 
not broken intellectual, psychological, cultural, 
economical and technological chains.? There are certain 
factors responsible for the crisis that engulfed the Muslim 


world. The factors are external as well as internal. But 


the most terrible and dangerous factor is the fact that Islam 
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in which the Muslim claim to believe has become a 
stranger even among the Muslims as the Prophet (S.A.W) 
predicted in a Hadith narrated by at-Tirmidhi in which he 
(S.A.W) was reported to have said, "Islam started as a 
stranger and it will return as it started a stranger....!° On 
this Muhammad Qutb has this to say: 


“In fact the ignorance about 
what really Islam is, in 
which the (Muslim) Ummah 
lives... is the enemy number 
one of the Islamic 
movement, and the greater 
obstacle for the da 'awah call 
and the greater means — 
(weapon) for fighting the 


da’awah (propagating 
Islam) and creating obstacle 
to it."!! 


If the Muslims are ignorant about the real meaning 
of Islam and what it stands for, it is not surprising if it 
becomes the most misunderstood religion in the West — “a 
religion that stands for peace and justice has been 
misinterpreted as a religion of war and fanaticism." And 
according to Kurshid Ahmad: 

“The Muslim world which has suffered at the hands of the 
West in the past and which remains even today weak 


materially, economically, technologically and militarily, is 
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now being projected as a threat to the West. Their effort 
to rediscover their identify and set their own house in 
order are looked upon as a challenge to the West. The 
Frankenstein of ‘Islamic fundamentalism’ is being seen in 
the innocuous effort of the Muslim to activate the 
democratic process and seek self-reliance. From former 
Presidents Richard Nixon (Seize the Moment) and Ronald 
Reagan (An American Life) to intellectuals like Francis 
Fukuyama (The End of History and the Last Man) and 
columnist like Richard Pfaff and others are playing on the 
theme of Islam's treat to the West. They are all drum- 
beating as if a spectre is hunting Europe and America, the 
spectre of Islamic fundamentalism. This a one sided war. 
Yet the politicians, journalists and media men, even some 
scholars are party to the projection of this scare-mongering 


scenario." ? 


The above view is also shared by an 
American scholar Ernst, Carl W. who has criticized the 
Western media for painting a negative picture of Islam and 
the Muslims. He states that, ‘As there is a very little 
knowledge about Islam in America, when news about 
Usama Bin Laden and the Taliban came into Media, 


Americans got an impression of Muslims based on 


extremism and antagonism. In reality, it is a political and 
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sociological phenomenon and the people believe what is 
being poured into their minds.'4 

Finally, Bernard Lewis viciously attacked the 
history of the Arabs and Muslims and concludes that, *AII 
previous Muslim attempts to modernize have only 
increased the power of the state to tyrannize; the 
conclusion is that we should take away their power and 
leave them pauperized." From this statement, it is not 
surprising if Lewis became a key behind the scene player 
in impacting Bush administration policies that led up to 
the assault on Iraq.'© 

The real Islam is then under attack by the U.S.A. 
and the west and the Muslim who even intend to 
understating it and practice it properly are also under 
attack. And a lot of propaganda is being used to even 
prevent the Muslim from understanding the real Islam. 
Thus Muslim youth growing up in this turmoil and even 
the Muslim society as a whole is in a great danger: danger 
of being politically and morally indifferent and not doing 
enough and in the right time to resist the western political 
and cultural hegemony. This is a danger of 
submissiveness in the face of western forces of the 


imperialist colonial powers. 
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The West plans to subjugate Islam to their own 
system which, according to them, must be subservient to 
their secular system, thereby establishing “modern” or 
"democratic" Islam" and by so doing reducing Islam to 
"religion" according to their own perception, i.e. private 
affairs. To them we are now in the new age of rationalism 
which has been characterized by its claim as the source of 
human values that could be derived by every individual 
without any reference to any divine authority or revealed 
message. Religion is thus denied any public function and 
influence in shaping matters of public policy. 

So under the domination of  rationalism and 
secularism the significance of religion has been relegated 
to the private affairs and personal relation between man 
and God. But by virtue of its nature Islam has a broad 
human horizon (being a complete system of life), which 
has made it to represent the alternative to Western cultural 
project, designed with Christianity and Zionism as 
important tools of psychological, social, moral, physical 
and spiritual warfare for the continuous oppression, 
enslavement and exploitation and colonization of peoples 
other than those of the European origin. 

It is obvious then that religion, to the West, has 


been made insignificant because it has been reduced to 
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personal wish or interest of an individual. This has posed 
a threat to even meaningful existence and inter personal 
relationships that are cultivated by the presence of 
religion. And in its place personal greed and intensified 
forms of individualism are created. I am sure that Muslim 
ummah is suffering from this terrible disease because of 
this fact which has originated from the secular system of 
education earlier imported to them from the West which 
has helped to weaken their Islamic values and thereby 
produced people who are ignorant of the principles of 
Islam and lack of respect for the idea of upright life. And 
it is a known fact that the introduction of this system is an 
important tool in the armoury of the enemies as clearly 
indicated in the following statement of that well known 
Christian missionary in Muslim countries, Samuel 
Zwemner who said that: 


"The most effective way of 
destroying the Muslim mind 
and character is through 
encouraging secular 
education.” 
One of the result of this system is the prevalence of 


secularism in the political, social, economic and other 
aspects of life in the vast majority of Muslim countries. It 
is then not surprising to find that most of the leaders in 


Muslim countries who are secularist in their perception 
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are products of this system. However, the main reason for 
this explanation is not to support that wrong idea of 
withdrawing or neglecting seeking knowledge though the 
secular system, which we cannot do away with over night 
because it is part and parcel of our general system that 
governs our life. It is just to show concern about the lack 
of in-depth knowledge of Islam by the products of the 
system and the terrible consequences of this on the 
Muslim Ummah. 

It is pertinent, at this juncture to point out that the 
idea of boycotting pursuing knowledge in the secular 
system of education adopted by our Government and 
implemented in our schools and university for the reason 
that the system is unlslamic or even anti-Islam, is a 
dangerous idea, as Muhammad Qutb observes, for two 
reasons: one, our withdrawal from seeking knowledge and 
intellectual research for the reason that the system is 
unlslamic (jahili), will give golden opportunity to our 
enemies to use this as a weapon of fighting us. This is 
because they will try to show that Islam is incompatible 
with knowledge and that there is no compatibility between 
knowledge and religion. And they will employ this to 
drive people from Islam "(the religion of ignorance)". 


And they have used this weapon previously. Secondly, 
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the various branches of knowledge taught under the 
system cannot be completely wrong or harmful. And it is 
not possible to dispense with large part of it. For instance, 
we cannot dispense with medicine, engineering, sciences, 


etc.!? 


What to be Done 

We have seen the importance of youth in the 
reconstruction of the society. Their importance cannot be 
overemphasized because the reconstruction without them 
is not possible. This means that if we want to reconstruct 
our society and free it from domination. of and 
subservience to our enemies, we must resolve to become 
capable of defending ourselves by reviving our spiritual 
heritage to regain the dynamism of the early Muslims and 
acquiring “modern” sciences and technological skills to 
subdue the feeling of powerlessness, especially among the 
youth who many a times are carried away and bewildered 
by the technological advancement of the West. 

Now the Muslim youth is the main target of 
modernization, which is taking place at an uncontrollable 
pace in the Muslim world, because it is the youth who, 
encounter the most serious challenge to their faith under 


the impact of culture of modernity. The Muslim youth are 
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being taught to give up their moral values, which are the 
source of their identify, and adopt in its place a sense of 
self-alienation and become imitators of everything 
“modern”, whether they truly understand what is 
“modernity” or not. 

It is for this reason that it becomes urgently 
necessary to know what should be done in order to salvage 
the ummah. The ideal that Islam is seeking to establish is 
a universal ideal meant for the entire humanity, because it 
has been a mission of all messengers of Allah: to, through 
its spiritual and moral perfection, bring about the 
establishment of a just society. This is in accordance with 
57:25, which provides that: 


"Indeed We have sent our 
messengers with clear 
proofs and revealed with 
them the Scripture and the 
Balance that mankind may 
keep up justice...” 1° 


This is, however, a herculean task. But Allah 
(S.W.T) has reminded us in 53:39-41: that: 


“And that thee is not for 
man except that (good) for 
which he strives. And that 
his effort is going to be seen 
— then he will be 
recompensed for it with 
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fullest recompense. And 
that to your Lord is the 
finalaity.””° 


Accordingly, we have to inspire our youth to think 
about their mission in the prevailing condition and 
critically assess themselves. But the most urgent 
important thing to call them to do is to cultivate a Muslim 
personality the loss of which paved the way for 
colonialism and the entrenchment of Western, tyrannical 
institutions such as English Law, Capitalism, Democracy 
and Secular system of education. The development of an 
Islamic personality is necessary because it is the first step 
towards the building of a truly human society. “It is not 
possible for someone who does not believe in higher 
moral values, who is not committed to superior, sublime 
goals, who has no vision of a world and a life, beyond 
material existence, and who is not representative in moral 
and spiritual sense, of a human society, and who, 
therefore, cannot exercise the function of a Khalifa to ever 
think of a higher society let alone work towards its 
establishment."?! 

In cultivating the Muslim personality, the 
following important steps explained by Mal. Ibrahim 


Sulaiman must be followed. 
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The first step is the total devotion to Allah which 
implies serious engagement in the performance of 
essential duties to Allah (S.W.T), more especially the 
obligatory and supererogatory; total rejection of false 
worship; paying greater regard to observing rules of the 
Shariah, because this will free the youth from false life 
and from falling into the hands of foreign elements who 
use local people to trap the youth in behaviours capable of 
ruining them. 

The second step is total involvement in the search 
for knowledge, i.e. understanding how to worship and 
approach Allah properly; understanding the  Sharia 
correctly and how to implement it in the society; 
understanding the essence, nature and use of resources, 
Allah has provided man to facilitate and enrich his life; the 
mastering of skills necessary to maintain life in the pattern 
of Islam and to confront evil and its agents; full 
understanding of the methods and techniques of nation- 
building. There is nothing presently as urgent and 
imperative to our youth, both men and women as the 
rigorous search for knowledge. 

The third step is the cultivation of moral values in 
the youth. This requires first of all a total rejection of base 
morality, such as drunkenness, nudity, obscenity, adultery 
and other deviant moral attitudes. Islamic moral 
behaviours must also be enhanced through punctuality in 
salat, observance of sawm, abstinence from all the major 
evils, eagerness and serious endeavour to move closer to 
Allah (S.W.T). the necessity for moral regeneration lies in 
the fact that the superiority of a Muslim over a non- 
Muslim lies primarily in the superior nature of Muslim 
morality and the sublimity of his character. In fact, this is 
the beginning and indeed the sense of Jihad.” 

Finally, in order to succeed in cultivating the above 
mentioned personality in the youth, the Muslim parents, 
not only the school, must assume an active role in the 
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moral development of their children. They must fully be 
involved at every stage in children's mental growth until 
they attain maturity. The involvement includes learning to 
communicate with the younger generation through the 
sources of their mental and moral education. Involvement 
in this aspect is very critical and inevitable, because it is 
precisely at this stage when the image created by mass 
media — television and video production put their 
permanent imprint on the children's character to detract it 
from moral development. Parents cannot be onlookers 
when others in the society (in T.V, video), novels, 
magazines etc) insist on their values to children. With 
sincerity of purpose, we shall, insha Allah, succeed in 
producing a Muslim personality that is capable of an ideal 
human reconstructing society. May Allah guide us to His 
right path. Amin. 
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